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Hotghton, who had already expressed a wish that Severn
should be buried on one side of Keats, and he, in clue time,
on the other, so that the poet should lie "between his
friend and biographer/' was to come from Athens to conduct
the ceremonial. Sudden illness prevented Ms arrival in
time, and his place was taken by Mr. T. Adolphus Trollope,
who, on the forenoon of a day early in March, spoke a few
appropriate words to the large number of Severn's Mends
and Keats's admirers which had assembled, notwithstanding
dull and threatening weather. There was none present who
did not realise that poetic justice was fulfilled. Keats and
Shelley lay but a brief space apart from each other; beside
the elder poet, his friend Trelawny, beside the younger,
Joseph Severn.

This beautiful graveyard near the ancient Ostian Gate was
ever a spot wherein Severn loved to wander and meditate.
Strangely enough, except at the last, he does not seem to
have felt assured that in death as in life his fortune would
be consistent, and that his dust would mingle with that of
his friend.

" Sow and plant twice as much; extend the poet's do-
main ; for, as it was so scanty during his short life, surely it
ought to be yielded to him twofold in his grave." So ne
had said to the custodian of the cemetery of Monte Testaccio
when, on his return from his long absence from Home, he
learned how constantly the violets were plucked from off
Keats's grave. To Joseph Severn himself a fortunate destiny
has yielded twofold.

It would be unnecessary to give all the proposals as to
the inscription to be made on Severn's tomb, offered by
eminent men and women of letters. It will suffice to select

the city which was his home during half a century. In his consular
capacity (and till 1870 he was also deputy Sardinian Consul) he earned
the lasting gratitude of many who benefited by his large-hearted and
never-failing benevolence; including many Italian political prisoners and
exiles whose restoration to the joys of liberty and of family life he was
mainly instrumental in procuring during the late Pontificate; for which
important services he received the well-earned distinction of c Officer of
the Order of the Crown of Italy' from King Victor Emmanuel."dditional claims to be remembered with honour inmetimes seem controllable by human will
